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SUBJECT: SEYCHELLES COUP D'ETAT - REUTER S ITEM 

1 . FOLLOWING FOR POST'S INFORMATION IS EXCERPT FROM 
JUNE 5 REUTER'S REPORT DATELINED LONDON: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: PRESIDENT JAMES MANCHAM DECLARED TODAY 
THAT A REPORTED COUP IN HIS INDIAN OCEAN ISLANDS REPUBLIC 
OF THE SEYCHELLES HAD BEEN HELPED BY A SOVIET CONSPIRACY 
AND CALLED ON THE WEST AND AFRICAN NATIONS TO INTERVENE. 

MR. MANCHAM, WHO CAME TO LONDON FOR THIS WEEK'S COMMON 
WEALTH SUMMIT, SAID HE DID NOT ACCEPT THE COUP AS A FAIT 
ACCOMPLI. 

"I AM PERSONALLY CONVINCED THAT THE ACTIONS TAKEN HAVE 
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BEEN DONE WITH THE ACTIVE AGREEMENT AND CONNIVANCE OF THE 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT AND IS PART AND PARCEL OF THE SOVIET 
POLICY OF CONTROLLING THE INDIAN OCEAN, 1 ' HE TOLD A HASTILY 
GATHERED PRESS CONFERENCE. 

HE SAID HE WOULD GO BACK TO THE SEYCHELLES IF THE 
UNITED NATIONS OR THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY TOOK 
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CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY AND ARRANGED FREE ELECTIONS. 

THE 37- YEAR-OLD PRESIDENT, WHO HAS A REPUTATION FOR 
BEING A PLAYBOY, HEARD OF THE COUP THIS MORNING WHILE 
STAYING AT HIS LUXURY, 245-DOLLAR-A-NIGHT SUITE AT LONDON'S 
SAVOY HOTEL. 

BUT HE TOLD THE PRESS CONFERENCE: "I DO NOT ACCEPT THIS 
ACTION AS A FAIT ACCOMPLI.' 1 

HE SAID THOSE ' WHO ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE TAKEN OVER ARE 
MEMBERS OF A MINORITY PARTY WHO ARE SELF- ADMITTED TO BE 
MARXISTS." 

HE BLAMED THE WESTERN WORLD FOR NOT GIVING HIM ENOUGH 
SUPPORT AND AT ONE POINT HE TOLD THE REPORTERS BITTERLY: 

"I AM A VICTIM OF THE FACT THAT I HAVE BEEN A FRIEND OF 
THE WEST." 

"IT IS A QUESTION OF WESTERN RESOLUTION," HE SAID. "THE 
SUPPORT ONE GETS IS RATHER HALF-HEARTED, BUT THE SOVIET 
UNION, ONCE IT IDENTIFIED A GROUP, SUPPORTED IT UP TO THE 
HILT." 

MR. MANCHAM WAS REPEATEDLY PRESSED AT THE PRESS 
CONFERENCE FOR EVIDENCE OF SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN THE COUP. 

MR. MANCHAM SAID HE HAD BEEN WARNED BY THE UNITED STATES 
CHARGE D'AFFAIRS WHOM HE NAMED AS GREG MATSON, BUT THE 
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PRESIDENT DID NOT CLARIFY PRECISELY WHAT THIS WAS. 

HE SAID THAT MR. MATSON "FELT THERE WAS SOMETHING TO 
WATCH WITH RESPECT TO THE CONNECTIONS OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER" (PRIME MINISTER ALBERT RENE, 41, LEADER OF THE 
PEOPLE UNION PARTY, WHICH HAD BEEN IN COALITION WITH 
MR. MANCHAM'S DEMOCRATIC PARTY). 

MR. MANCHAM SAID MR. RENE - NAMED IN THE LATEST REPORT 
FROM THE SEYCHELLES TONIGHT AS THE REPUBLIC S NEW 
PRESIDENT - HAD A PAST OF CONNECTIONS WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION. ASKED IF THERE WERE A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ON THE ISLANDS, MR. MANCHAM 
SAID: "I HAVE NO IDEA THAT THERE ARE ANY CIA MEN IN THE 
SEYCHELLES, PERHAPS THERE SHOULD HAVE BEEN ONE." 

MR. MANCHAM SAID THE ACTION OF THOSE IN THE COUP WAS A 
REPETITION "OF THE JUDAS ESCARIOT STORY." HE SAID THAT 
"THESE MEN WERE DINING WITH ME AND THEY CAME AND KISSED ME 
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GOODBY AT THE AIRPORT" WHEN HE LEFT FOR THE LONDON 
CONFERENCE, WHICH BEGINS ON WEDNESDAY. END TEXT. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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